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Hospitality High School to Merge With DCPS
(Washington, DC) Today, the District of Columbia Public Charter School Board voted to
accept the Hospitality High School (HHS) request to not renew its’ charter—the first time in
the history of the charter school system in DC that a school has relinquished its’ charter to
merge with DCPS. HHS has engaged in a Memorandum of Understanding to merge HHS
with DCPS for school year 15/16. Next year, HHS will operate under the authority of the
Mayor to allow the necessary time to outline the details of the merger.
Fifteen years ago, HHS made a commitment to provide students in the District with
academic enrichment while allowing a legitimate opportunity and unprecedented access to
the largest industry in Washington, DC. Based on current trends and patterns with the
Public Charter School Board, the HHS Board believes that DCPS best understands the
unique purpose of HHS and welcomes the support of the hotel industry in our city’s
education system.
Therefore, in the interest of HHS students and other stakeholders HHS has identified what it
believes to be the best opportunity for our students, stakeholders, and industry. HAWDC
remains committed to exposing students to our industry and we look forward to working
with DCPS in the coming years. “This is a unique opportunity to merge the contributions of
our industry, that span well over a decade, with the exciting multifaceted approach of DCPS.
In this merger, we hope to continue to provide our students with the exposure and access
to our industry that they deserve while receiving greater support and oversight from our
city’s rapidly evolving public school system. We are thrilled about this merger!” says
Solomon Keene, President.

###
HAWDC founded Hospitality High School in 1999 and remains one of its’ largest supporters
Established in 1906, the Hotel Association of Washington, DC (www.hawdc.com) is a non-profit trade association
representing the interests of member hotels in the District of Columbia on a variety of governmental and public
affairs issues.
AH&LA (www.ahla.com) is a 93-year-old federation of state lodging associations throughout the United States with
some 11,000-property members worldwide, representing more than 1.5 million guest rooms. AH&LA provides its
members with assistance in operations, education, and communications, and lobbies on Capitol Hill to provide a
business climate in which the industry can continue to prosper. Individual state associations provide representation
at the state level and offer many additional cost-saving benefits.

