
Tuesday, April 20, 2021

May 1st Reopening
HAWDC would like to thank those members who provided us with feedback as we
worked with the Mayor and her team regarding a path to reopening the District and
the loosening of COVID-19 related restrictions. With an increase in vaccine
distribution, if the positivity rate continues to remain stable or trend down, several
hospitality and tourism activities may resume on May 1st. Click here for more
information regarding the activities that will be allowed to resume.

Smithsonian Update
Although Mayor Bowser has authorized museums to reopen with limited capacities
on May 1st, the Smithsonian has currently not made a decision as to whether it will
resume operations. HAWDC knows how important the operating status of the
Smithsonian properties is to the District's hospitality and tourism industry. We are
working with Destination DC and the Mayor's office to urge the Smithsonian to
reopen and welcome visitors. It is important to note, that because the Smithsonian
is a federal institution, the decision to reopen is made by several federal agencies,
as well as Congress. We will update members as soon as we learn of the
Smithsonian's decision to reopen.

Hospitality Related Government Relief
As we previously informed you, the U.S. Small Business Administration released
information about applying for the $28.6 billion Restaurant Revitalization Fund,
which will provide emergency assistance to eligible restaurants, bars, and other
qualifying businesses impacted by COVID-19. The program will provide restaurants
with funding equal to their pandemic-related revenue loss up to $10 million per
business (no more than $5 million per physical location). Click here for further
information and to apply

Additionally, in the latest round of federal relief, Congress passed the American
Rescue Plan, which includes a $2.9 billion direct payment to the District. Some
of that money is to be used for relief for the hospitality industry. HAWDC anticipates
that Mayor Bowser will announce the amount and form of relief when she releases

https:
https://coronavirus.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/mayormb/release_content/attachments/Situational-Update-Presentation_04-05-21.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/covid-19-relief-options/restaurant-revitalization-fund


her proposed Fiscal Year 2022 Budget on May 27th. HAWDC will update members
as soon as we learn about the proposed relief package.


